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U.S. Department of Education 
Awards Grant to The Cleveland Museum of Art 

$496, 750 Awarded for its ARTS. 21 Program 


CLEVELAND (Sept. 30, 2003) — The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and 
Improvement recently awarded a grant in the amount of $496,750 to the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) for 
its ARTS.21 - Art Education for the 2F‘ Century Museum program. 

The newly acquired funding will support the ARTS.21 project a classroom and museum based 
program of arts-rich lessons and innovative technologies that will give students new opportunities for learning 
across the curriculum including language, arts, math, science and social studies. 

The CMA Arts.21 program acknowledges the arts’ importance to the academic and social 
development of youth at all levels, a concept recognized and strengthened by the Federal No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001, which for the first time included the arts as a “core academic subject.” ARTS.21 grew 
out of this act, serving as a catalyst for a new era of education by developing a model K-12 integrated 
curriculum that fully complies and builds upon the mandates of this act. 

Museum Director Katharine Lee Reid emphasized the importance of the grant and its impact on the 
museum’s future. “We have one of the most comprehensive permanent collections in the nation,” she said. 
“The generosity of the Department of Education, now affords us an opportunity to integrate our collection 
into an educational setting in a more innovative, meaningful manner.” 

The funding for this program was made possible through the support of Congresswoman Stephanie 
Tubbs Jones of Ohio’s iC’ Congressional District (the Museum’s home district) and Congressman Ralph S. 
Regula of the 16'’’ District. 

ARTS.21 will equip educators with the innovative technologies to enhance and inspire the learning 
process. The program is also designed to provide outreach to older, impaired members of the local community 
who deserve the ongoing benefits of the life-long learning process and their local cultural community. 

“The ARTS.21 project propels our vision of education into the 21st century by providing funds to develop 
new ways of interpreting the museum's masterworks collection that will engage a diverse audience with wide 
interests and varying learning styles,” says Marjorie Williams, director of education and public programs for the 
Museum. 
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Arts.21 has the potential to create a model of how a great art museum can be a revolutionary force in 
the overall education environment. ARTS.21 will provide significant educational resources to educators in the 
community. Coupled with highly effective technological innovations, the program looks to propel the 
Museum as a major cultural and educational resource within its community. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org . 
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